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“What Does It Mean to Be a 
Real Quaker?” 


EDITORIAL 


OF of the high points of Pacific Yearly Meeting’s annual session for me this 
year was participating in the Hiroshima Day vigil in Santa Cruz. It brought 
back memories of my first PYM session in Chico nineteen years ago when I had 
just arrived from Philadelphia and was getting my first taste of Western Quaker- 
ism. Standing up for peace and an end to weapons of mass destruction made me 
glad to be a “real Quaker.” (One of the questions that Junior and Young Friends 


explored during this annual session was: “What does it mean to be a real Quaker?”) 
Seeing so many “real Quakers” Rows people as well as elders—at this year’s 
vigil was inspiring. The coordinator, Kristina Perry (featured on the cover), told me 


that this was the first time she had been involved in a PYM Hiroshima vigil since 
she started coming to Yearly Meeting six years ago. (Sad to say, there hasn't been a 
Hiroshima Day vigil for the past six years. Ironically, since 9/11, our Yearly Meeting 
has become less, not more, active in anti-war protest.) 

The Hiroshima Day vigil has been a tradition at PYM for so many decades that 
even the old-timers aren't sure how long ago it began. I’m glad that a relative new- 
comer to Yearly Meeting has revived this tradition. 

This vigil also reminded me why I became a Friend. I didn’t join the Religious 
Society of Friends because of “silent worship” alone, even though I cherish this form 
of open, mystical corporate prayer/meditation. What drew me to Quakerism was its 
long and inspiring history of finding a balance between activism and contemplation. 

The current issue illustrates this balance. Pat Hardy, a deeply spiritual Friend 
from Santa Barbara, CA, has a leading to work with the Alternative to Violence 
Project (AVP) and shares with us the extraordinary breakthrough that this program 
is experiencing in the California prison system. Although not religious in the con- 
ventional sense, AVP uses various exercises to help inmates get in touch with their 
inward “Transforming Power.” This experience enables them to find nonviolent 
ways to deal with inner and interpersonal conflict. 

Palo Alto (CA) Friend Eric Sabelman shares with us his spiritual leading in the 
form of a parable. These stories come to him during meeting for worship, and he 
considers each one to be a message from the Spirit. Quaker storytellers Tom and 
Sandy Farley have been sharing these and other “wisdom stories” in live perfor- 
mances and now with new CDs. 

Claremont (CA) Friend Steve Smith, who is also featured in this issue, has 
written two of the best Pendle Hill pamphlets that I have read in many years. Deeply 
grounded in Zen practice as well as in Quakerism, Steve explores the spiritual side of 
the Peace Testimony with a depth and sensitivity that I find extremely illuminating. 
His selection of quotations from George Fox entitled “In the Light” can help both 
newcomers and old-timers to deepen their spiritual practice during meeting for wor- 
ship. 

Our centerfold picture spread illustrates the wide range of concerns that Friends 
bring to our Yearly Meeting annual session. Only a few could be included here, and 
I am sorry if yours was left out. Please let me know so it can be included in a future 
issue. 

We are blessed that the Spirit is alive and at work among us, inspiring us to do ~ 
our best to make the world a more peaceful, just, and compassionate place. For me, 
this is what being a “real Quaker” is all about. 


Noto Manimnce 
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Pacific Yearly Meeting has held Hiroshima/ 
Nagasaki Memortal Day vigils for many de- 
cades—longer than most old-timers can re- 
member! This years event was special since tt 
commemorated the 60th anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which 
killed over 200,000 people and caused count- 
less casualties. Kristina Perry (featured on 
the cover) helped to organize this year’s bus 
that took nearly 100 Friends, many of them 
youth, to the site of a vigil at Santa Cruz, 
CA, sponsored by the Santa Cruz Weapons 
Inspection Team (SC-WIT) and Commu- 
nity Concerned about Lockheed Martin. 

These groups hold a monthly vigil at 
the gates of Lockheed Martin, who have a 
4,400 acre facility in the hills about Santa 
Cruz. SC-WIT described its mission as fol- 
lows: 

“In its rationale for pre-emptive war, 
the US government claimed that weap- 
ons of mass destruction (WMD) were 
being produced in Iraq. The Santa Cruz 
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Weapons Inspection Team is concerned 
about the WMD being produced in towns 
all over the US. The largest manufac- 
turer of WMD in the world is Lockheed 
Martin with hundreds of facilities in 45 
states.... Santa Cruz county is home to a 
4,400-acre Lockheed Martin facility. It 
has operated for 50 years under a shroud 
of secrecy. In the past it has tested rock- 
ets and designed and produced compo- 
nents for the Trident I] D5 nuclear mis- 
sile submarine. Since March 2003 we 
have been asking Lockheed Martin to tell 
us what is being produced and/or 
tested.... Our nonviolent vigils are in- 
tended to let Lockheed Martin know that 
we dont feel safe as neighbors given the 
weapons it makes and the corporation’s 
record of environmental violations.” 

What follows are messages by some of 
the Friends involved tn the Hiroshima Day 
event organized by SC-WIT and CCLM— 
Editor. 


Prisons?” by Pat Hardy 


9 “The Map” by Eric Sabelman 

10 Pacific Yearly Meeting Epistles and 
Minutes 

12 Pacific Yearly Meeting Friends 


Share Concerns 


14 “Be Still in the Light” by Steve 
Smith 
15 “Meeting for Worship with 
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American Friends Service 
Committee 


AFSC’s Assistant Regional Director 
for Peacebuilding STEPHEN MCNEIL 
(pictured above), writes: “It is now 
morning in Hiroshima sixty years after 
the bomb was dropped. My AFSC 
colleagues, General Secretary Mary Ellen 
McNish, Tony Nguyen and others are 
preparing for a large rally. You have heard 
horrible things about the bombing, things 
that could depress, anger or scare you. 
These things that happened are true. But 
today’s actions in Hiroshima will include 
chants and cries for justice, for no more 
war, no more Hiroshimas, and no more 
Nagasakis. A few years ago San Francisco 
Friends Meeting member John Helding 
and I were invited to present an 
Alternatives to Violence (AVP) 


demonstration to 5" and 6" graders at 
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Koi Elementary School in Hiroshima. 
Afterwards they shared with us what 
they were learning about their 
neighborhood’s and school’s experiences 
after the bombing. They had found a book 
in a janitor’s closet that contained the 
essays of sixth graders who lived through 
the aftermath. They discovered that their 
school playground was a crematorium for 
the dead. They chose to go out and listen 
to the of the 
hibakusha, survivors of the 
bombing. The Aibakusha are 
getting very old and are now 
dying from old age. The 
students want to be able to 
continue to tell their stories. 
They wanted to be able to 
work for peace and justice, 
for no war so that, like many 
hibakusha, no one else would 
have to suffer as they have 
suffered. 

All of this may sound 
overwhelming, depressing, 
and too sad for words. But I 
want you to know that these 
5 and 6 graders at Koi 
Elementary School were 
anything but depressed or sad. They were 
excited and ready to act for peace. None 
of us should take action out of anger or 
be paralyzed by depression. We should 
act, as Woolman said, with “love as the 
first motion.” These Hiroshima kids 
showed John and me the true spirit of 
Hiroshima. It is the spirit of love out of 
profound suffering. 

The American Friends Service 
Committee got the 1947 Nobel Peace 
Prize on behalf of all Quaker work around 
the world. As such AFSC gets to nominate 
each year someone or a group for the 
Prize announced in October. This year 
AFSC nominated the Aitbakushas’ 
organization, Nihon Hidankyo (Japan 
Confederation of A- and H-Bomb 
Sufferers Organizations). AFSC Oakland 
staff Tony Nguyen has represented AFSC 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki for several 
years now, especially at the World Youth 
Rallies and with activist groups. AFSC 
hopes to host some youth peace activists 
next year. To learn more about peace issues 


in Japan, see http://www.afsc.org/ 


pacificmtn/j apanpeace.htm. 
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stories 


In April, 2005, San Francisco AFSC 
hosted over 100 Japanese peace activists 
enroute to the May Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Verification Conference in New 
York City. We brought a Aibakusha to 
schools and colleges and did peace 
petitioning in San Francisco and Berkeley. 
We also got the Mayor of San Francisco 
to sign on to Hiroshima Mayor Akiba’s 
petition for peace. 


John Helding and Stephen McNeil at the Koi Elementary School in Hiroshima 


On August 6" at the Livermore 
Livermore Lab commemoration event 
AFSC’s Sandra Schwartz delivered a 
similar message of working out of love 
rather than anger. She was arrested with 
50 others on the morning of August 9" 
and helped organize the candlelight vigil 
in San Francisco with Hibakusha 
Professor Konishi as a speaker. Lifting 
up the voices and stories of the Aibakusha 
remains a vital part of AFSC’s peace 
message as long as morning comes to 


Hiroshima. 0 


Nevada Nuclear 
Test Site 


ZACHARY (“ZACH”) Moon, who has 
attended Pacific Yearly Meeting much of 
his life, helped to organize a conference 
at the Nevada Nuclear Test Site entitled 
“Many Stories, One Vision for a Nuclear- 
Free World.” The conference was held 
at the University of Nevada (Las Vegas) 
campus and the vigil action took place 


on August 6th at the Nevada Test Site. 


Peace organizations, both faith-based 
and secular, from around the country, took 
part, including Nevada Desert Ex- 
perience, Pax Christi USA, Buddhist 
Peace Fellowship, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, and Fellowship for 
Reconciliation, among others. 

There were over 400 participants of 
all ages and from many different 
perspectives and parts of the country. 

The conference 
marked the 60th anniver- 
sary of the US atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Six decades 
removed from these 
horrific actions, the United 
States maintains more than 
10,000 atomic weapons, 
has tested more than 1,000 
nuclear and thermonuclear 
weapons in Nevada and 
the Pacific Islands, and this 
year will spend more than 
seven billion dollars on its 
nuclear weapons program. 

The program was a 
balance of speakers, work- 
shops, music and theater 
performance, nonviolence trainings, and 
fellowship. (For more information, see 
www.nevadadesertexperience.org] 

On the evening of August 6th, there 
was an action called “Remembering 
Hiroshima Day through Witness,” 
commemorating the 60th anniversary 
of the first atomic bombing in Hiro- 
shima. Conference participants and 
others vigiled at the edge of the Nevada 
Test Site.. As a part, of the demos 
nstration, 200 people were arrested for 
civil disobedience when they crossed 
the boundary of the Test Site. This 
action was carried out in the spirit of 
nonviolence and singing could be heard 
from within the detention cells. O 


Pacific Yearly Meeting’s 
Witness 


KRrisTINA PERRY writes: “I came to a 
meeting of Santa Cruz Weapons 
Inspection Team (SC-WIT) in February, 
2005, after attending the Nevada Desert 
Experience’s “Quaker Weekend in the 
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Desert” organized by Zach Moon 
(Strawberry Creek). During that weekend 
I had the opportunity to tour the Nevada 
Test Site (NTS) with students from the 
Woolman Semester. Touring the test site 
was grueling and frightening but it felt 
like an important witness. I was deeply 
moved and deeply troubled by the 
experience of touring the NTS and the 
rhetoric of “Peace Through Strength” that 
I remembered from high school and first 
became aware of and disturbed by the 
entire concept of a nuclear arsenal. 

I am a geographer so Zach asked me 
to prepare a short talk for the event on 
“Land-Use in the Las Vegas Area”—the 
booming population growth, the 
intersection of human development and 
nuclear weapons development and its 
effect on groundwater and the en- 
vironment. Doing the research for that 
talk was deeply unsettling. It reinforced 
a concern that PYM’s Unity with Nature 
(UNC) has been wrestling with—that 
our care for and concern for Creation and 
our traditional Quaker concerns for peace 


and social justice cannot be separated from 
one another—we are engaging the same 
Powers. We need to work together. 
Since I was living in Santa Cruz and 
wanted to do something, I started to attend 
SC-WIT’s monthly vigils outside the 
gates of Lockheed Martin. For me, it 
was important to bear witness at that 


facility and to stand with others saying, 
“Not in Our Name.” 


When it came time for SC-WIT to 
make plans for the Hiroshima Day vigil 
I saw a chance for PYM, and especially 
Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM), to connect 
with this event. | remembered how 
profoundly the Woolman students were 
affected by the NTS experience. I have 
also heard Friends of all ages talk of 
Hiroshima Day vigils in Chico, CA, and 
how meaningful they had been. I have 
been going to PYM for only six years so 
I never attended such a vigil. This seemed 
an opportunity to reconnect the YM with 
thiswconcerm especially, on. this 


important 60" anniversary of the drops. 
It also seemed a way for UNC (which I 


clerk) to bring to bear its Witness of our 
concern for earth and people. 

I brought the idea of a UNC/PSO/ 
JYM co-sponsored vigil to Representative 
Committee in March. The co-clerks of 
JYM were quite excited at the opportunity 
to actually “do something.” At the JYM 
planning meeting in May, we sketched 
out a rough idea of how such a Witness 
might work. With the help of YM Clerk 
Jim Anderson and Assistant Clerk Bob 
Runyan, we rearranged the YM schedule 
so that Friends who wished could go, 
while those who didn’t go remained at 
the YM site in worship with us. 

A school bus and about ten carpools 
filled up with a range of Friends —from 
Children’s Program to WWII COs. I was 
struck with the seriousness of the JYM 
attendees. When a space was made for 
them to participate, many of them came 
up to express their perspectives. I was 
also deeply moved by Friends coming 
down from our mountaintop site to 
witness in the world and in our 
community. 0 


AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE COMMITS 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN IMMEDIATE AID AND 
PLANS LONGTERM STRATEGY ITO HELP NEEDIEST 
SURVIVORS OF HURRICANE KATRINA 


by Shan Cretin 
Pacific Southwest AFSC 
Regional Director 


Hurricane Katrina, like all natural 
disasters, was most devastating for those with 
the fewest resources, those forced to remain 
in harm’s way because they had no place to 
go or were without financial means to 
evacuate. 

As the impact of this catastrophic event 
became apparent, the American Friends 
Service Committee (AFSC) Board acted 
quickly to approve a short-term response plan 
totaling $2,065,000. The plan combines 
initial relief work, recovery phase startup 
funding, and work to help the public 
understand the shameful policy failures that 
magnified Katrina’s destructiveness. Within 
days, the Board released 1 million dollars, 
joining other faith organizations and the 
Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston to 
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provide three meals a day to evacuees 
relocated to Houston—a project that will 
require a total of $4.6 million a month. 

An Emergency Response Team is 
planning AFSC’s longer-term response 
focused on vulnerable populations — the 
urban and rural poor and immigrant 
communities who bore the brunt of the 
hurricane’s wrath. An additional $1,065,000 
was allocated to fund this work which will 
be guided by listening to the victims in this 
crisis to identify approaches that will meet 
their vital needs and strengthen the 
community as a whole. 

Mary Ellen McNish, AFSC General 
Secretary, notes that the ongoing failures 
of the social safety net converged with 
government agencies unable to do what 
was required to produce this crisis, in part 
because federal resources have been 
shifted to the Iraq War and reduced by 
tax cuts, leaving communities exposed and 
vulnerable. 


This catastrophe tragically illustrates 
what AFSC programs have been saying for 
years about the power of institutional racism 
in America and the disastrous effects of 
decades of government policies that have 
neglected human needs. 

This is a critical moment for AFSC—an 
opportunity to act decisively to relieve human 
suffering and support communities in their 
recovery and to address systemic failures in 
our society. I look forward to working together, 
within our capacity, to address both 
immediate human need and damage to the 
social safety net. 

Visa or Mastercard donations to the 
AFSC Crisis Fund can be made on-line at 
the secure web site: www.afsc.org or by 
calling 1-888-588-2372, ext.1. Checks may 
be sent to AFSC’s Pacific Southwest Regional 
Office, 980 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Pasadena, 
CA 91103. Or to AFSC’s Pacific Mountain 
Regional Office, 65 Ninth St., San Francisco, 
CA 94103. 0 
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SEA CHANGE IN CALIFORNIA PRISONS? 


ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE 
PRojEcT (AVP) 
FINDS NEW AND UNEXPECTED 
WELCOME 
IN CALIFORNIA PRISONS 


by Pat Hardy 
Santa Barbara (CA) Meeting 


paradigm shift in California 

prisons? Can it be real? This is 
hard to get a handle on! From the 
doldrums of rejection to a buzz of 
activity with more enthusiastic 
invitations than one can handle... 

First, let me bring you up to 
speed... 

The thirty-year-old Alternatives to 
Violence Project (AVP) weekend 
prison workshops—found throughout 
the world—was initiated by inmates in 
New York’s Green Haven Prison in 
consultation with Quakers. The 
workshop includes inmates as part of 
the facilitation team in a highly 
participatory and practical workshop, 
which has shown to reduce violence in 
the prison and decrease the returns to 
prison by graduates of the program. 

In February of this year, the 
Alternatives to Violence Project prison 
workshop program (AVP) in California 
was at a low ebb, with only one active 
program in a California Department of 
Corrections prison—California Men’s 
Colony, San Luis Obispo—and this 
only after two years of barriers just to 
get in. (This was due to the fortitude 
and persistence of Janet Riley, Central 
Coast Preparative Meeting.)The 
Chino California Youth Authority 
AVP/HIPP (Help Increase the Peace 
Project) program had recently gone 
fallow, and we were no longer in prisons 
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isis 


Closing Circle of Inmates and AVP Facilatators 


where we earlier had strong, long- 
standing programs. 

However, something changed, and 
things are happening now. 


Actual Department 
of Corrections Changes 


For the past couple of months, as 
you may have read, the California 
Department of Corrections has had a 
new director, Jeanne Woodford, who 
thinks of prison as a place for 
rehabilitation. The media are correct in 
their reports of her commitment to 
changing the department, which in fact 
was recently renamed the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation. Nor is she just one 
person at the top in Sacramento with 
this idea. Her boss, Secretary of Youth 
and Adult Corrections Rod Hickman, 
is also committed to involving the 
community in turning around this 
iceberg. And they have been selecting 
an administration that similarly 
understands the concept of using the 


word “rehabilitation” in the same 
sentence as “correction.” 


Meeting with the Director 


Jim Lindburg, our lobbyist in 
Sacramento with Friends Committee 
on Legislation (FCL), arranged an 
hour-long hour appointment with 
Jeanne Woodford in mid-April. Going 
into the meeting, Jim, PYM’s AVP 
subcommittee clerk John Helding (San 
Francisco MM) and I were geared up 
to explain the AVP program to her 
before we got down to specifics. But 
she walked into the room, sat down and 
said, “AVP is an awesome program. | 
want you to start in the two women’s 
prisons in Chowchilla, and here is the - 
person to talk to.” It was like an 
incredible breath of fresh air. She 
actually read the packet of information 
I had mailed to her! The meeting 
proceeded from there with an arrange- 
ment to make a presentation about 
AVP at a meeting of all the wardens 
from around the state, a department 
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contact for doing research, recom- 
mendations for community groups for 
promoting workshop attendance, and 
a referral to the warden who trains 
correctional officers to whom we could 


speak about AVP training of staff. 


Off and Running... 


Since then, AVP California has 
been extremely active. 

In April, Bob 
Barns (Grass Valley 
MM) joined me at 
a Community 
Collab-oration 
Conference with 
Secretary Hick-man 
in Sacramento. 

The Hands of 
Peace prison pro- 
gram, which has 
been facilitating 
work-shops in 
Donovan Prison in 
San Diego for years 
and used to be 
affiliated with AVP, 
has returned to us. 

Rejuvenated facilitators are 
back im’) Heman ©Gs- Stark 
California Youth Authority 
facility e@hinoswAtthe AV P 
national conference, which AVP 
California hosted beau-tifully 
over Memorial Day weekend in 
Marin County, an 11-member 
steering committee representing 
facilitators spread all over the state 
was selected by the group of 35 
California facilitators present— 
the largest group of us ever 
meeting in one place. 

Materials for presentation of 
statistics of AVP were developed. 

The AVP Peninsula Council 
(under the care of Palo Alto MM) 
continues to be active at the 
federal women’s prison in Dublin, 
gradually increasing the fre- 
quency of both inside and com- 
munity workshops. 

North San Francisco Bay 
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facilitators have been working with 
Friends Outside in Sonoma County 
Jail. 

A small core of Santa Barbara and 
Ventura facilitators are trained and 
rallying community support toward 
working in San Luis Obispo’s CMC 
or opening the Ventura Youth 
Authority facility. 

But I get ahead of myself. 


Meeting with all CDCR Wardens 


At the request of Jeanne Wood- 
ford, experienced AVP facilitators 
Vicki Rumbaugh and George Ramos 
(both active in the program at Calif- 
ornia Men’s Colony) and I spoke in 
May, 2005, to all 33 wardens of the 
depart-ment’s adult facilities. We had 
hes-itated about doing a “Light and 
Live-ly” game in the beginning, but 


Ee ae 


if 


AVP training exercise 


Statistics on AVP success 
in changing lives 


Delaware Research on Recidivism (Return to 
Prison). 
Recidivism 


After one year: 

Life Skills class — 17.8% 
AVP -—9.9% 

Control group — 25% 


AVP graduates re-offending after 3 years, 
32.9% (cumulative). 
Usual rate is 60-80%. 


With no AVP, returning to prison for any 
reason: 

3 years 48.1% (cumulative) 

With AVP: within 3 years with only Basic 
Workshop: 37% 


then decided they 
needed one after sit- 
ting through eight 
hours of bureau- 
cratic and legal dis- 
cussions: Pleph- 
ants and Palm Trees” 
woke them up and 
got them laughing. 
Jeanne Woodford 
participated with 
the entire group. 
During the time for 
questions following 
our presentation on 
AVP’s history, dir- 
ection and phil- 
osophy, and statistics on 
reductions in recidivism and 
write-ups, Jeanne Woodford 
popped up and gave a test- 
imonial about how positively 
AVP had affected the atmo- 
sphere in San Quentin when 
she was warden there—even five 
years after the program had 
stopped. CMC’s warden John 
Marshall also affirmed the 
program, saying it would work 
in any security-level prison. 
As questions were coming 
to a close, George placed a sign 
up sheet at the front of the 
room. Jeanne urged us to pass 
it around, which we did. In her 
summation, she told the 
wardens, “If you had fun with 
this, imagine how much the 
men enjoy it.” The wardens 
stayed around afterward, asking 
us questions about their specific 
facilities—including one who 


Z 


said, “I have a real problem 
with violence in my 
prison and need AVP.” 
The final count on the 
signup sheet was amazing 
to us all: 23 wardens want 
AVP at their prisons!! As 
we were all collecting our 
materials and preparing to 
leave, Jeanne said with a 
smile, “You have to watch 
what you wish for.” 

We are still pinching 
ourselves! 

It just keeps getting 
better and scarier. While 
at the AVP national 
conference we received a 
call from a warden in Blythe, CA, who 
had 75 men signed up for a workshop 
and wanted to know when we would 
be there. She removed all the barriers 
we had faced at the California Men’s 
Colony. Our schedules were the only 
hurdle. Several of us are going to Blythe 
late in June, three weeks after the 
request. 


What Can You Do? 


At the risk of leaving you off in the 
middle of the story, the work truly 
begins now. Finding facilitators who 
have already been trained and the 
funding to support their travel to their 
volunteer locations is the big job now. 

Trained facilitators are encouraged 
to go to www.avpcalifornia.org and sign 
up on the database, or call Pat Hardy 
805/682-3277. 

Our grantwriting consultant, 
Kimberly Rosa (California Men’s 
Colony AVP) has just notified us that 
we have a great deal of education about 
our work to do before we can break in 
to getting grants. So that has begun. 


Pat Harpy started facilitating AVP 
Workshops in Lompoc Federal 
Penitentiary in 1991 and has been 
following a leading to bring AVP to all of 
California since 2002. 
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AVP Closing Circle 


In the meantime we are asking F/ 
friends who understand the value of 
this program for contributions to the 
work in both time and money. 
Meetings are invited to sponsor a local 


AVP workshop. Go to 


www.avpcalifornia.org and click on 
Supporting AVP for more detail. 


How To Become INVOLVED IN AVP: 
WorksHop OPPORTUNITIES 


In a weekend, learn skills to increase your 
effectiveness and enrich your own 
personal world. 

Enjoy a hands-on, experiential 20- 
hour workshop where you'll connect 
deeply with others, laugh, share, listen 
while learning ways to reduce conflict in 
your world, your classroom, your family, 
or at work. 

e Take no notes. Come prepared to 
discover new ways of approaching dis- 
agreement. 

e Treat yourself to this workshop 
purely for personal growth. 

e Or make it a first step toward 
facilitating ALTERNATIVES TO 
VIOLENCE PROJECT (AVP) work- 
shops in prisons, the community or 
classroom. 


WHICH DATE WORKS BEST FOR YOU? 


October 1 and 8, Claremont, CA. 
Contact: Judith Favor, 909-399-0039. 


October 21-23: San 
Luis Obispo, CA. 
Contact: Janet Riley. 
805-534-9597 


October 24-25: 
Oceanside, CA. Con- 
tact: Barbara Ander- 
son. 760-632-7695 


Contact the 
person listed ASAP 
for availability. 

AVP, begun in 
1975, 18 aerive 
worldwide. See 
www.avpcalifornia.org 
for details on the 
program and con- 
cept. 

These workshops are led by 
experienced volunteers currently facil- 
itating community and prison workshops. 

Scholarships are available in all 
workshops as is complimentary housing. 

For more details call the local contact. 
To be notified of future workshops 
or to email the local contact, go to 
www.AVPCalifornia.org or call 800- 
905-6765. 


AVP CatiForniA 
STEERING COMMITTEE 


Pat Hardy (Santa Barbara MM) 
Bob Barns (Grass Valley MM) 


Steve Birdlebough (Redwood Forest 
MM) 

Evelyn Cohen, San Diego (Donovan 
Prison AVP) 


Stephen Matchett (San Francisco MM, 
AVP Peninsula Council) 


George Ramos, Nipomo (California 
Men’s Colony AVP) 


Vicki Rumbaugh, Torrance (California 
Men’s Colony AVP) 


Alice Waco, Santa Rosa (North Bay 
Council) 


Katherine Youngmeister (Strawberry 


Creek MM) 
Ex-prisoner consultants: 


Rossie Johnson, Lancaster 


Mark Thomas, Oakland 
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THE MAP 


A PARABLE 


BY ERIC SABELMAN 
PALO ALTO (CA) MEETING 


his is another story about the 

young man who sought true 
knowledge. After learning what he 
could from teachers in his own city, 
he traveled far to study with a teacher 
who lived in a cave on a hillside. The 
truth he learned from her was often not 
what he expected. 

As part of his education, the young 
man was expected to spend a year of 
service out in the world. One day, as 
the time for his journey approached, 
he went to his teacher and asked, 
“Where should I go? How will I know 
where my service will be most needed? 
Don’t you have some kind of written 
guide, since you have yourself traveled 
to many lands? Isn't there a map you 
could give me?” 

The teacher got up from where she 
was carding wool from the sheep that 
lived on the hill. She went into the cave, 
and returned with a folded map, which 
she gave to her student. “The path of 
service is marked in red,” she said, and 
returned to her skein of wool. 

The young man sat at the edge of 
the grassy meadow below the cave and 
looked at the map. The meadow where 
he sat, and the village in the valley at 
the bottom of the hill, and the road 
out of the valley were plainly marked; 
a red line ran from the meadow down 
the road and off the folded edge of the 
map. 
“Just what I wanted: a straight 
path,” thought the young man as he 
unfolded the map to follow the line. 
The red line branched just on the other 
side of the fold. “That won't be too 
hard; I will go either left or right.” He 
unfolded the map again, to see where 
the two roads ended. But both lines 
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“The Map” is from a CD entitled Words Go Questing, six short tales and a longer mythic 
adventure told by Tom and Sandy Farley with guest teller Eric Sabelman. Also available is 
Words to the Wise, twelve tales told by Spontaneous Combustion Storytellers, Sandy Farley 
and Tom Farley,with guest teller, Eric Sabelman. Both CDs are available for $15 each at 


http://Awww.spont.com/w2wed.htm. 


branched on each of the pages revealed 
as he spread out the map. He unfolded 
it again, and again, and with each 
unfolding the number of branches 
doubled. 

The children from the village who 
always played in the meadow came to 
see why the young man was struggling 
with a large sheet of paper. 

They helped unfold it again, and 
again, until it was spread over the 
whole meadow. 

“How will I ever get this map 
folded up again?” thought the young 
man. “And if I do, how will I be able 
to see more than the little area just 
around me?” 

Then the boy who was holding one 
corner called, “This edge can be 
unfolded another time.” 

“My edge is folded twice more,” said 
the girl at another corner. 

“And this edge is folded at least 
four times,” said a third child. 

The gentle breeze that signaled the 


coming of evening began to blow, 


causing the edges of the great map to 
flutter. The wind lifted the corners out 
of the hands of first one child, then 
the others, and then from the young 
man’s hands. The map floated up into 
the air, where the young man could see 
that the back of it was a featureless light 
blue. The map rose higher, unfolding 
as it flew, until it blended into the sky. 

Regretfully, he went to tell his 
teacher that he had lost the map. 

“Do not be too concerned,” she 
said. “The same thing happened to me. 
You at least know where to begin... 
tomorrow.” 0 


A biomedical engineer by profession, Eric E. 
Sabelman currently serves on the Ministry 
and Oversight Committee of College Park 
Quart-erly Meeting and as Quaker 
representative to Stanford Associated 
Ministries. He 1s compiling a collection of 
stories and poems that began as ministry 
during Meeting for Worship (as did “The 
Map”), under the title Stories out of 
Silence. 


PACIFIC YEARLY 


MEETING EPISTLES 


PYM EPpistTLe 2005 


To Friends Everywhere, 

Greetings from Pacifica Yearly 
Meeting. We met August 1-6, 2005 at 
Mt. Madonna Center [near Watsonville, 
CA], once again graciously hosted by the 
spiritual, yoga community that calls this 
mountaintop retreat of Redwoods and 
Oaks their home. 

Our worship here has been 
rich and deep, more so this year 
because children and adults sat in 
the silence together at the 
beginning of each day. Ministry 


alive among us during this week. How 
are our different generations connected 
to each other? How are individual 
leadings related to Meeting business? 
How do we balance the damage we do 
to the world by travel with the good we 
do by our witness in the world? How do 
our yearnings and feelings of brokenness 
lead us to growth and joy in the Spirit? 
And how does the tragic horror of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 60 years ago 
instruct us in this present time of fear and 
war? 


Pacific Yearly Meeting joins 


North Pacific and Intermountain 


Yearly Meetings in calling for 


“I want to change the world, but 
how can I expect the world to change if 
I can’t even change myself?” 

“T’ve decided to go on the assumption 
that God exists.” 

In response to this, Friends 
recognized the many gifts that young 
Friends bring to our communal Spirit and 
our work. Several shared the sense that 
you are, we are, the real Quakers—the 
yeast enlivening the bread dough. 

Responding to an invitation from 
younger Friends, many friends attended a 
nearby vigil commemorating the 
60° anniversary of the Hiroshima 
bombing. 

We connected with old 
friends and made new ones. We 
danced, sang, acted, braided and 


withdrawal of US troops from Iraq beaded. We found joy in 
conversations, and in our 


Memorial Meeting shared the 


sorrows and joys of remembering 


reminded us of several basic 
truths: that our work proceeds 
from our worship wherein 


PYM 2005-23: Pacific Yearly Meeting 
of the Religious Society of Friends calls on 


process and outcome are of the 
same cloth, and that we can strive 
to be “always kind and true” in 
our comings and goings. 

From this grounding in 
worship we 
challenging business especially 
around questions of site and home 
for our Yearly Meeting. Moving 
us forward from past ambiguity, 
a group of Friends put forth a 
specific proposal for Yearly 
Meeting to meet for eight years 
on donated property in the 
Central Valley of California. 


proceeded to 


the US Congress to adopt a Sense of the 
Congress resolution declaring: “It is the 


policy of the US to withdraw all US military 


troops and bases from Iraq.” 


We will send this minute to the all 


members of the US Congress. 


While finding unity in this [minute], 


[Friends at YM] regret that this minute 
reveals so little of the moral force and divine 
urgency we feel in regard to war. 


Friends shared with passion 
and integrity their sense of Spirit’s 
leading. Many people felt it is essential 
for our future to have a home for our 
memories, our work, our children, as well 
as a place of continuous witness. Many 
others expressed concern that such an 
endeavor is the wrong focus of our 
resources and could distract us from other 
work to which Spirit is calling. 

At the close of our discernment, the 
Clerk recognized that we had not come 
to unity on this proposal. However, even 
in disagreement, we expressed the desire 
to continue in love and community to seek 
God’s will—understanding that God’s 
timing may not be our timing. 

Many other questions have been 
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Specific to the question of young and 
old, Young Friends and Junior Yearly 
Meeting led a plenary session at which 
four young people shared their current, 
youthful experience of Quakerism. Their 
words informed and resonated across 
generations: 

“What I need help with is learning 
how to meditate and get in touch with 
Spirit, and get something out of all the 
worship sharing and praying.” 

“Quakerism is possibly one of the 
hardest religions to be raised in because 
of the openness... | don’t want someone 
telling me what to do, but I do need some 
information—and right now I’m not 
getting that from my Meeting.” 


ordinary Friends who lived 
extraordinary lives. Our lives were 
made richer by each others’ gifts 
and the gift of each other. 

Friends, our community 
continues its journey of ever- 
deepening faithfulness. This week 
we have been challenged by our 
differences, yet in finding the 
courage to engage them we came 
through with feet once more on 
solid ground and a deeper sense 
of, and appreciation for, our 
connection to one another. We 
now more clearly hear a call to 
understand fundamentally the purposes 
and mission God has in mind for our 
beloved Yearly Meeting community. 
With the work of this session completed 
we wish you peace and continued lives 
of loving service in Spirit. 

—With warm regards, Jim Anderson, 
PYM Presiding Clerk. 


PRESCHOOL CHILDREN 


To Friends Everywhere, 

We played in the sand; 

We talked inside; 

We climbed up and then we'd slide 
down; 

We sang songs; 

We played with other people— 
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Now let’s play outside! 


In the Light, PYM Pre-school program: 
Joyce, Amelia, Arianna, Silas, Zoe, Callum, 
Olivia and Miles. 


Lower ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 


To Friends Everywhere, 
We had fun doing everything: 
beading, swimming, the rope swing, 
snack time and meeting for memorials. 
We learned new songs and new stuff. We 
liked the monster song. Some of us 
learned to camp. We liked the tent in our 
room. We made Gods-eyes. We made 
placemaps for Friends House in Santa 
Rosa. We invite you to come visit us. 
Friends, PYM 


elementary group 


—Your lower 


Upper ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 


To Friends Everywhere, 
Epistle Recipe -Quaker Cookbook 
4 Tbsp Simplicity 
6 ft Peace 
1 c Integrity 
6 Tbsp 24k Community 
1 round scoop Equality 
[Note SPICE acronym] 
Y% dozen Sustainability 
4 C Lanyards 
1 gentle pinch Friendship Bracelets 
11 turns Labyrinth 
1 gallon Swimming 
1 strong shake Shock 
5 days of Caring dipped in honey 
350 degrees of Emotions 
—PYM Upper Elementary 


MIDDLE SCHOOL FRIENDS 


The Middle School group got to 
know each other and worked together 
great! We met a lot to go swimming, 
which was one of the most zmportant 
things this week. We made crafts such 
as medicine baskets, plus colored sun- 
flowers for the vigil. We played a lot of 
games involving “bongalo” and “big 
booty.” Several older Friends shared stor- 
ies with us. Our daily hikes up to the 
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classroom were about seven miles total 
for our week in the hot, blazing sun. We 
had sons of fun playing MAO, chess and 
Twister! We also had fun at the dance/ 
party but wished it was longer. At talent 
night, we got a lot of laughs from our 
skit, Planet Bizarro. One of our teachers 
came up with the idea of a planet opposite 
to earth, then we improvised to create 
our planet. We definitely took advantage 
of our talent. We will be leaving with 
mosquito bites, sleep deprivation, new 
friends and a greater understanding of 
Quaker values. —PYM Middle School 
Friends 


Juntor YEARLY MEETING 


Greetings Friends, 

Yet another JYM summer session has 
come to pass. A festivity of thought- 
provoking and deeply spiritual events has 
taken place over the course of this week. 
From worship-sharing to interest groups, 
meetings to open 
discussions, strong and treasured bonds 
have been built. 

After arriving, we played various ice- 
breaking games and had an enjoyable first 
night getting to know our environment 
and fellow JYMers. Tuesday afternoon 
was comprised of our first worship- 
sharing groups of the week, followed by 
an exciting trip to the Santa Cruz beach 
boardwalk. Our evening was concluded 
by a mostly silent ride on the Giant 
Dipper, with the exception of three non- 
Quakers screaming out of place. 

Carol Cruickshank came to JYM on 
Wednesday to ask for advice and feedback 
on following her leading to worship and 
bear witness to the inmates and soldiers 
in Guantanamo Bay Prison. Later that 
day, we received most moving and 
powerful speeches from Zach Moon and 
Diego Navarro, who sat in with us for 
worship. Our topic for worship was, 
“What does it mean to be a real Quaker.” 
The rest of the day did not disappoint. 

One of the few times we got to really 
speak with Young Friends in a program 
this year was with our annual respectful 
relationships discussion that took place 
after the dance Thursday night. It was a 
remarkable bonding experience that both 


and business 


groups thoroughly enjoyed, featuring 
discussion groups, lectures and the 
essential game of Jeopardy. 

On Friday, some of the Friends and 
we rode to Santa Cruz to take part in a 
vigil to remember the victims of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The vigil was 
opened by two powerful songs from the 
Raging Grannies. After the songs, a 
speech was given by the Weapons 
Inspectors Team, which included a story 
about one of the survivors of Hiroshima. 
Then people were allowed to go up and 
share their thoughts and memories about 
nuclear disarmament. When everyone 
returned, an interest group was held for 
us by the Young Friends. The talk 
consisted of several highly emotional 
ministries. Near the end, everyone 
decided that both the JYM and the 
Young Friends needed more of a combined 
schedule. 

Over the course of this week, a theme 
has emerged and become evermore 
important, not only to JYM but to Young 
Friends and the Yearly Meeting at large. 
A community is not a community unless 
it is tightly bound together with threads 
of spirituality. The development of these 
ties is something greatly desired for the 
future. —Junior Yearly Meeting. 


YOUNG FRIENDS 


We come here to join hands as a 
community and make a difference in the 
world. When this overwhelming feeling 
of peace takes over upon arriving at PYM, 
it is obvious that there is a strong presence 
of God here among us, immediately 
calming our souls. We find and greet our 
missed friends, most of whom we haven't 
seen all year. We embrace, and are filled 
with happiness to experience this time 
together in such a beautiful place. 

We began our week together by 
introducing ourselves and took care of 
business as usual to make arrangements 
for the week ahead. But, we became 
overwhelmed by the desire to catch up 
and share our lives and experiences from 
the past year, part of which included 
traditional backrubs and card playing late 
into the night. 


Continued on page 19 
ciel 
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Rachel Fretz discusses with Bob Barns Religion professor Lonnie Valentin 
Friends Peace Teams and its work in Africa (see FB Dec. 2004) Religion 


Friend 
Conc 
Pacific Ye 


One of the traditions at 
“Tabling Fair’ in which F 
Here is a sampling of ' 
this 


Rolene Walker (center) discusses with Oliver Ryder and Jan Tappan 
her leading to lead a “Walk with the Earth” pilgrimage through Latin 
America in 2007 (see p. 17) 


L to R: Carol Cruikshank shares with Nancy Lynch ey = 
her concern about prisoners at Guantanamo (see p. 15) Bruce Birchard (left) discusses Frier 
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: pO lea Margaret Willis shares her concern about mysticism and the 
ft) discusses the Earlham School of newsletter “What Canst Thou Say?” 
}a Friend (see FB June 2005) 


Share 
rns at 
ly Meeting 


cific Yearly Meeting is a 
nds share their concerns. | : ae 
at took place at the Fair : s CX ——- 


nmer. L to R: Kate Carpenter and Gracia Fay Ellwood discuss vegetari- 
anism with Ellie Huffman (see FB April 2005 and 
www.vegetarianfriends.net) 


aD 


aeneral Conference with Harry Bailey share their es bout Alt / ¥ to Vi fence Projaet (acc p.6) 
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“BE STILL IN THE LIGHT” 


SUGGESTIONS FOR WHAT 
TO DO DURING 
MEETING FOR WORSHIP 


A Spiritual Practice of George Fox 
Compiled by Steve Smith 
Claremont (CA) Meeting 


“The first step of peace is 
to stand still in the light.” 
--George Fox’ 


(All quotations are from the writings of George 
Fox. For an analysis of the steps of this spiritual 
practice, see Steve Smith, A Quaker in the 
Zendo, Pendle Hill Pamphlet #370 [February 
2004].) 


1. Bre STILL. 


“Stand still in that which is pure, after 
you see yourselves, and then mercy 
comes in. After you see your thoughts 
and the temptations, do not think but 
submit. Then the Power comes. Stand 
still in the Light and submit to it, and 
the other will be hushed and gone. 
Then contentment comes.... Your 
strength is to stand still.” 


2. BE PRESENT. 


“Give not way to the lazy, dreaming 
minds? 


3. FEEL, DON’T THINK. 


“Tt is a strange life to you to come to be 
silent, you must come into a new world. 
Now you must die in the silence, die 
from the wisdom, die from the 
knowledge, die from the reason, and die 
from the understanding.”* 


4. BE VULNERABLE. 


“Stand all naked, bare and uncovered 


before the Lord.” 
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“But oh, then did I see my troubles, 
trials, and temptations more than ever 
I had done! As the Light appeared, all 
appeared that is out of the Light.”° 


5. ACCEPT THE TRUTH. 


“Every man and woman... must come 
to... the Truth in their own hearts, that 
by it they may know... the God of 
ruthie. 


“Be still and cool in thy own mind and 
spirit from thy own thoughts, and then 
thou wilt feel the principle of God to 
turn thy mind to the Lord God, 
whereby thou wilt receive his strength 
and power... When thou are in the 
transgression of the life of God in the 
particular, the mind flies up in the air, 
and the creature is led into the night, 
and nature goes out of his course... 


Therefore be still a while from thy own 
thoughts, searching, seeking, desires 
and imaginations, and be stayed in the 
principle of God in thee...: and thou 
wilt find strength from him and find 
him to be a present help in time of 
trouble, in need, and to be a God at 
hand.”® 


ENDNOTES 


"To All That Would Know the Way to the 
Kingdom” (1653) in The Works of George Fox 
Vol. IV, p. 17. Excerpted in Rex Ambler, 
Truth of the Heart: An Anthology of George Fox, 
p. 34. 

* Epistle #10 (1652) in “The Power of the Lord 
Is Over All”: The Pastoral Letters of George Fox, 
introduced and edited by T. Canby Jones 
(Richmond, IN.: Friends United Press, 1989), 
Ds He 

* Epistle #45 (1653) in Jones, op. ciz., p. 38. 
*“A Epistle to All People on the Earth” (1657) 
in Doctrinals, Works 4:132, cited in Ambler, op. 
cit., pp. 24-26. 

° Epistle #11 (1652) in Jones, op. ciz,, p. 8. 

° The Journal of George Fox, ed. by Jobn L. 
Nickalls (London: Religious Society of 
Friends, 1975), p. 14. 

’ Epistle #260 (1668) in Jones, of. cit., p. 235. 
* The Journal of George Fox, op. cit., pp. 346f. 


STEVE AND PaT 
SMITH. A retired 

professor of philo- 
| sophy at Claremont 
McKenna College, 
Steve has served as 
clerk of Claremont 
(CA) Meeting as well 
as Southern California Quarterly Meeting. 
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MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH 
ATTENTION TO BUSINESS 


AN INTRODUCTION 
(OR REVIEW) 


by Joe Franko 
Orange Grove Meeting 
Pasadena, CA 


(The word “God” 1s used here, but you may 
feel more comfortable substituting the 
word “Spirit.”) 


1. Meeting for Business is a Meeting for 
Worship. Its aim 1s to discover the will of 
God in the conduct of our business. We 
hear God through the words of all the 
members and attenders, which is why 
we don’t vote. Would you vote on God’s 
word? Would you vote on God’s plan 
of action for us? Our assumption is that 
our business will be guided by the 
Spirit of God. We should remember 
that this is primarily a religious 
undertaking, and not a means of 
making decisions or of doing work. So 
while the results might be very 
important, it is the process that is of 
utmost importance. To remind ourselves 
that this is worship, we start and end 
each Meeting for Business with 
worship. 


2. The purpose of the clerk is to be sure 
everyone has spoken to the issue who 
wishes to speak, and to try, with the 
Meeting’s help, to discern the will of 
God. So much depends on the clerk and 
the worshipers. Often the clerk or 
another worshipper will call for silence 
when we need to return to a more 
worshipful attitude about our business. 


3. The Meeting for Business is where we 
get to put our faith into action. In fact, 
it is the easiest place for us to see if we 
can practice what we believe. As 
Friends we believe that there is no 
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separation between our everyday life 
and our relationship with God. Both 
members and attenders are strongly 
encouraged to attend and participate, 
both because this is part of the life of 
our community, and because Meeting 
for Business stretches us spiritually. I 
once became department chairperson 
to see if I could put into practice my 
faith. I also accepted the job of regional 
director with AFSC for some of these 
same reasons. Both places were very 
difficult places to hold to Quaker 
process. Theoretically, it should be 
much easier to practice this within the 
Meeting! So Meeting for Business is 
an easier place to try our faith, and to 
stretch our faith and grow ourselves 
into it. 


4. If we believe there is no separating 
God from our everyday lives, then we 
seek God’ will in our practical affairs. 
This is why we do not seek consensus, 
which 1s a common misconception. We 
seek not consensus, but unity—the 
inward leading of the Spirit that unites 
us to God. If we were seeking consensus, 
we would try to find an 
accommodation to the wills of those 
gathered. Think of it as trying to find 
a least denominator. 
Something that everyone will agree with 
because we take out anything anyone 
disagrees with! Consensus attempts to 
accommodate to conflicting wills and 
interests. It is a political process, not a 


common 


spiritual process. This is often how 
people view Meeting for Business, and 
in truth it is often what happens. But 
what should happen? Since we are 
seeking God’s will for us, we seek to 
find not what those present think or 
desire, but what would lead us to unity 
with God’s will. Unity means moving 
beyond consensus to sense how we 


might all be in unity with God. 


Consensus is our wills united. Unity is 
our wills united to God’s will. The clerk, 
with the help of the worshippers, seeks 
unity to God’s will. 


5. If we are trying for unity and not 
consensus, then we need not seek for a 
unanimous decision. Consensus decision 
making demands unanimity. But unity 
simply asks if the decision seems to be in 
keeping with God’ will as the Meeting 
has discerned 1t. It 1s possible that some 
members or attenders may not agree with 
the decision. If they are willing to trust 
in our corporate discernment, they could 
stand aside. Vhey may ask to be 
recorded as standing aside, or they may 
simply stand aside. To stand aside is a 
matter of conscience. It says that I am 
not in agreement that this is God’s will 
for us. It is the clerk’s job, with 
Meeting’s help, to discern God’s will 
then and perhaps move forward in spite 
of those choosing to stand aside, 
acknowledging that we all fall short of 
being able to discern God’s will at 
times, and that in fact the Meeting may 
need to revisit this decision. 


It is my experience that where Meeting 
has achieved a false unity, it will be led 
back to the decision again. 


6. So we attempt to seek unity. In that, 
we are all seekers. Seekers are strongly 
individualistic. Take a look at the 
members of Meeting. See them as if they 
were family. Each member carries 
wounds, strengths, faith, and a spiritual 
life. So I have often thought about how 
miraculous it is, with this cadre of such 
strong individual wills, that we ever 
reach unity! When true unity has been 
reached on a difficult topic it has the 
sense that a covered Meeting has—that 
in spite of our individual wills and 
foibles we have been carried along by 
the Spirit to a deep place, and in that 


Ls 


deep place we have been led to a 
decision. 


7. It is in this deep place that we should 
experience the sense of being in the 
company of deeply loved friends or family 
members. You know the feeling. We feel 
relaxed. We are in an atmosphere of 
mutual trust and warmth. We re- 
cognize each others’ foibles and idio- 
syncrasies, and they bring a smile to our 
lips. We listen closely to that fellow who 
always talks too much in Meeting for 
Business because he is our old friend 
and we know how much we treasure 
his presence here as a way of giving 
everyone time to think while he rambles 
on. And sometimes the Spirit is hidden 
in his words. 


8. It is because we are in that deep place 
that attenders and members all have the 
same votce, though certain Friends are 
“weighty Friends.” Weighty Friends are 
like our deeply respected family members 
who are well loved and who have often 
given advice that seemed in keeping with 
the Spirit. Weighty Friends are also 
those who have done their homework 
before Meeting for Business. They come 
to Meeting for Business prepared, 
having read about and discussed the 
issues beforehand. But then, in the 
spirit of Meeting for Business, once 
they have spoken they have laid aside 
their homework, and listened for the 


gleanings of the Spirit. 
9. Each person then should speak only 


once to an issue. Meeting for Business 1s 
not a debating society. We are a Society 
of Friends and not debaters! The most 
cogent argument, the most persuasive 
debaters, the most heartfelt feelings, 
should not prevail against the will of 
the Spirit. This is not a place for debate, 
rhetoric, or clever argument. I once saw 
a woman stand up in Meeting and 
elder the clerk and the Meeting with 
just a few words, changing the very 
nature of the Meeting into a covered 
Meeting. Not argument, but deep 
prayer is what we seek. This is also why 
Friends in Meeting for Business do not 
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speak to each other, but address the 
clerk. And also why Friends rise, when 
they are able, to speak. 


10. It is the clerk’s unique role to make 
sure everyone has spoken to an tssue 
who wants to speak. The clerk will 
sometimes ask a particular member to 
speak, or will sense that the Meeting 
has already reached unity even when 
others desire to speak. So members 
who hear their thoughts, feelings, 
ideas, or opinions already expressed 
would do best not to repeat what 
someone else has already said. Ideally 
such Friends should simply let the 
clerk know they share what someone 
else has said by saying, simply, “That 
Friend speaks my mind.” Since the 
clerk’s job is make sure all viewpoints 
are aired, you should raise your hand 
when you wish to speak. Not everyone 
who attends, though, needs to speak 
to every issue. Many members choose 
not to speak at all. Sometimes those 
members who are silent are busy 
holding the clerk and the Meeting in 
their prayers. They listen in the spirit 
of silent worship, holding our 
spiritual community in the Light so 
that we might reach unity with God’s 
will. 


11. It is the clerk’s job to discern and state 
the sense of the Meeting’s unity, and to 
present that minute to the Meeting 
when unity has been reached. The 
Meeting then seasons the minute, 
helping the clerk to word the minute 
so that it truly reflects the unity that 
has been reached. Meeting signifies its 
approval, or seeks for further expression 
of the unity. While we should be 
careful not to wordsmith (which often 
impedes the Spirit underneath the 
words), we should also remember that 
our minutes are very important. They 
express to those who come after us our 
sense of unity with the Spirit. This is 
very, very important as a guide to those 
who follow us, seeking the Spirits 
guidance in their lives. 


12. Sometimes for reasons too numerous 


to delineate, the Meeting finds itself 
unable to reach unity with the Spirit. 
Perhaps it’s because the Spirit is not 
interested really in which side of the 
Meetinghouse we put that bench! Or 
perhaps the feelings on an issue are so 
deep that Meeting finds it difficult to 
lay those feelings aside. In any case, if 
there is already a policy or procedure 
in effect it stays in effect. If there is no 
policy, then we have reached unity in 
not changing! Remember that not 
acting is an action, and failing to decide 
is a decision. 


13. When with more time we might reach 
unity, sometimes we use threshing 
sessions. In a threshing session we agree 
to not seek for unity, but to listen to all 
sides, to hear all ideas and opinions. ‘The 
threshing session prepares the ground, 
separating the chaff from the wheat so 
that when we come back into Meeting 
for Business we might find the unity 
we seek. Sometimes we use special 
Called Meetings for Business to address 
issues that cannot wait for our monthly 
meeting, or that are called to address 
only one piece of business. 


14. Lastly, let’s remind ourselves that 
we are not called to be “right”, or to 
determine the “right course of action”, 
or even to agree with each other! We 
are called to be faithful to the process, 
opening our hearts and minds so that 
we are available to be filled with the 
Spirit of God. We are not being 
faithful to the process if we hold to 
our own views, no matter how “right” 
they seem. State clearly and simply 
what is in your heart and mind, then 
back off from it, close your eyes, center 
yourself again, and wait for the 


leadings of God. 0 


Joe Franko has served as Regional Di- 
rector of the Northwest Regional Office 
of the AFSC as well as clerk of Orange 
Grove Meeting, Pasadena, CA. He 1s a 
professor of Mathematics at San Anto- 
nio Community College in Walnut, CA. 
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FRIENDS RESPONSES TO THE USE OF TORTURE 


Dear Pacific Yearly Meeting, 


We are a group of six Friends (Karin 
Salzmann, Richard Ricklefs, Margaret 
Thomas Kelso, Carol Cruickshank, 
Andrea Armin-Hoiland, and Fred Adler) 
from Humboldt Monthly Meeting in 
Arcata, California, who feel led to visit 
Guantanamo Bay Prison to provide 
witness and relief to both sides of the 
conflict. Our concern is not only with 
Guantanamo Bay Prison, but with the 
system of illegal prisons that has been 
established by the United States in our 
“war on terrorism”. As a group, we have 
labored with this concern since January 
and worshipped many times together and 
with our Meeting. 

The actions at Guantanamo Bay 
Prison are a violation of the Geneva 
Conventions and of common human 
decency. The documentation of abuse 
grows despite governmental denial. We 
have great admiration for the lawyers 
(both military and civilian) who are 
struggling to reestablish the rule of law. 
We are equally appreciative of the 
dedicated work done by journalists trying 


to investigate the conditions and inform 
the public. 

Although we are neither lawyers nor 
journalists, we think that as U.S. citizens 
and Quakers we have an important place 
at Guantanamo Bay Prison and we have 
requested to spend at least a week there. 
Some prisoners have been held for more 
than three years. We would like to be 
able to sit with them and write their 
families to say that we have seen them. 
We realize this is a small step but it is 
one that we can take. 

This year is the 60" anniversary of 
the liberation of the Nazi concentration 
camps and we are cognizant of that 
history. Fred Adler’s aunt was transported 
from Belgium to Auschwitz, where she 
was murdered. She managed to throw a 
message off the train, her last words to 
friends and family. We know that if our 
children or brothers or husbands were 
held in a land far away, we would be 
grateful of any word about their condition. 
We do not want to sit paralyzed as these 
new concentration camps, run in our 


names, spring up around the world. 

We also know that the US soldiers 
who have been involved directly or 
indirectly with the abuses are in need and 
our concern extends to them. As Quakers, 
we can listen to them. A closed society, 
like a prison camp, can evolve into a 
dangerous one, as behavior that is 
normally abhorrent becomes accepted. 
We will hold Meetings for Worship at 
Guantanamo Bay Prison and invite others 
to join us, if they are so inclined. 

We bring this leading to Pacific 
Yearly Meeting so that Friends might be 
aware of what we are doing, of Spirit 
moving. We would like to ask Friends to 
hold us and this leading in the Light. 
Please contact Carol Cruickshank if you 
have questions, or if you would like more 
information about other work that needs 
to be done to resolve this problem. We 
are very grateful for your support and care. 


—With many thanks, Carol, Fred, 
Andrea, Karin, Margaret and Richard 


The Quaker Initiative to End Torture (QUIT) Conference on Torture 
will take place June 2-4, 2006 at Guilford College in 


Dear Friends, 


I believe the time has come for 
Quakers to create a conference on torture. 
Increasingly, there are corners without 
Light in American culture and places of 
American domination where there is no 
longer simply the threat of abduction, 
imprisonment or death, but also the 
likelihood that this includes torture. This 
calculated brutality has become so large 
a part of our culture that the US president 
has “found” legal grounds to sidestep the 
Geneva Conventions on torture 
perpetrated by our military on captives. 
What was once small and secret is now 
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Greensboro, North Carolina 


widespread, public, and stated policy. 
Opposition would be the essence of 
Friends’ Peace Testimony, practice, and 
faith and would add to our history. 

This conference has the dual 
intentions of education and action for the 
long term. We will have speakers to learn 
the basics of current legislation, 
international law, treatment of survivors 
and perpetrators, and the recent history 
of torture. Then we will focus on creating 
and choosing actions to end torture. 
Programming is just beginning to take 
shape. We encourage Friends to send us 
ideas for workshop topics, and names of 
potential presenters. 


We hope to draw on the work from 
many groups, among Friends and outside. 
We will have legislative updates from 
Friends Committee on National 
Legislation and reports on the torture in 
United States prisons from American 
Friends Service Committee staff. 

Please share this news and website 
with others: 

http://home.ix.netcom.com/~quit/ 

Check the website for updates. 
Consider donations to support this 
effort—directions on the website. 


With many thanks, John Calvi 
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FRIENDLY NEWS 


News of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting Friends 


The activities in the forty-some 
Meetings of Pacific Yearly Meeting are 
numerous, creative variations on a few central 
themes. Following are a few highlights on 
local doings in the last six months. 

Would George Fox use email? We'll 
never know, but monthly meetings are 
certainly using it more abundantly and facing 
a number of new challenges. Palo Alto 
Meeting now has an “Information 
Technology Committee” which has drafted 
guidelines for use and misuse of email. Their 
advice, for instance, cautions against 
irrelevant emails, posting to many more 
people than the person intended, or 
substituting email when personal contact is 
what’s most needed. Santa Monica also 
recently added a “Communications 
Committee,” which will oversee both the 
listserve and the newsletter, which can be 
received either on paper or electronically. At 
Sacramento Meeting, email is considered so 
crucial that two threshing sessions were held 
on the topic and a set of recommendations 
are being developed for its use. Strawberry 
Creek Meeting has a heavily used listserve 
available as a free Yahoo subscription. It has 
the useful option of permitting users to get 
all emails in a “daily digest” rather than singly. 

Quakers have long cherished the belief 
in universalism, that there are many valid 
spiritual paths from which we can learn. In 
this spirit, Palo Alto Meeting schedules a 
weekly mindfulness meditation from the 
Buddhist tradition. It also sponsored a retreat 
on “Understanding Islam, which a dozen local 
Muslims attended and answered questions. 
Similarly, 20 members from two local Muslim 
congregations joined Redwood Forest 
Meeting in a gathered Meeting for Worship 
and a potluck afterwards. Claremont meeting 
continues to actively support the Afghan 
School of over 500 needy girls, which includes 
an explicit Islamic orientation. And Orange 
Grove recently celebrated the Jewish 
Passover with a potluck supper of Seder foods 
and talk by a rabbinical student. First Friends 
Church of Whittier invited members of 
unprogrammed meetings in southern 
California to attend a service, and number of 
Friends took this opportunity to enjoy the 
service and the socializing afterwards. 
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Divorce occurs often in our midst, 
though it is rarely mentioned at assembled 
Meetings. To deal more directly with the 
painful consequences of a number of 
separations among its members, Grass Valley 
Meeting initially scheduled numerous 
Clearness Committees to help in the 
grieving and reconciliation process. However, 
this intervention often happened too late to 
truly help. The meeting then offered a 
couples communication workshop, led by a 
counselor who attends meeting. This 
experience was so well received that future 
workshops are in the offing. 

Meetings across California continue to 
feel the poignancy and power of the “Eyes 
Wide Open” exhibit that travelled across the 
length of the state in spring. The sight of 
over 1,500 pairs of combat boots representing 
deceased American soldiers who served in 
Iraq made an unforgettable statement, one 
that was picked up in both state and national 
newspapers. For the March 26th date at the 
Civic Center in San Francisco, over 200 
volunteers from local meetings showed up to 
set up and take down the exhibit and orient 
the hundreds of visitors. Many meetings 
made substantial financial contributions 
when the exhibit appeared in their vicinity, 
such as Visalia Meeting at Fresno. 0 


Utah Friends Fellowship 


Utah Friends gathered for their 
quarterly meeting at beautiful Big Bend 
campground, nestled in an oxbow of the 
Colorado River near Moab, UT, April 15- 
17.A much wetter-than-usual winter had 
transformed the red sands around Arches 
National Park into a carpet of grasses and 
wildflowers, and a profusion of butterflies 
settled in to sample the wildflower nectar. 

Park Ranger Audrey Graham, a member 
of Utah’s newest monthly meeting in Moab, 
led a fascinating hike through the rocky maze 
of the Fiery Furnace while other Moab 
Friends prepared a tasty lasagna dinner back 
at the campsite. 

Some members of Logan Monthly 
Meeting sold unofficial Utah Friends 
Fellowship T-shirts, with a logo of a peace 
dove perched upon Delicate Arch, to raise 
money for that Meeting’s new special projects 
fund. 

As there was little business on the 
agenda, other than to remind Friends that 
their registration for Intermountain Yearly 
Meeting was almost due, business meeting 


was devoted mostly to planning the fall 
gathering, which is traditionally held in the 
northern part of the state. An open-air 
meeting for worship within hearing distance 
of the snowmelt-swelled Colorado River 
capped the gathering on Sunday morning 
before the 30-odd Friends packed up for the 
journey back to their far-flung homes around 
the state. UFF T-shirts are still available for 
any Friends who would like them. 

Send a check for $20 made out to Logan 
Monthly Meeting to Cindy Yurth, 764 N 
200 East, Logan, UT 84321. Specify color 
(sunrise yellow, sage green, sandstone orange, 
limestone blue-grey or twilight lavender) and 
size (M,L,XL). Include a phone number or 
email address so we can confirm your 
order.—Submitted by Cindy Yurth, Logan, 
Utah, Monthly Meeting. 


Northwest Regional 
Gatheringof Friends World 
Committee for Consultation 
Feb. 25 - 26, 2005 


The Northwest Region of the Section of 
the Americas of Friends World Committee 
for Consultation (FWCC) had a wonderful 
Regional Gathering at North Seattle Friends 
Church, February 25 - 26, 2005. The theme 
was “Holding Everything Together,” a theme 
which summarizes the work of this 


worldwide body of Friends. 


“Walkwithearth.org” 
Pilgrimage in 2007 


Rolene Walker of San Francisco 
Meeting (CA) shared her concern about her 
leading to initiate a pilgrimage to South 
America in 2007 to “celebrate the beauty of 
the earth and its people”: 

“We have done a good job of letting 
young people know the earth and her species 
are in trouble. We haven't done such a good 
job of letting them know there are Divine - 
options. | feel led to initiate a walk from 
Canada to Chile to celebrate the beauty of 
the earth by deeply connecting with the earth 
and her people by engaging in the ancient 
art of pilgrimage. “Walkwithearth.org” is a 
small non-profit organization looking for 
ways to remind ourselves that the earth is 
sacred space, that all living beings are 


beloved of Goddess/God. We need to see 
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ourselves as gardeners and living in the 
Garden of Eden. I invite you to join me and 
others who feel so called. 

“We will be reviving the ancient art of 
walking pilgrimages in winter 2007—giving 
physical expression to a community among 
people of diverse backgrounds sharing 
conjoined continents. We would love to have 
you join us for your favorite part of the Pan 
Pacific Highway along the coast from North 
to South America. Yes, we will be tested but 
we will also create community, share deeply 
with people along the way, and learn to deeply 
appreciate the incredible beauty of the 
western hemisphere. If that’s not possible, 
you can participate by walking the five miles 
to your grocery store 100 times as the 
equivalent of walking across Guatemala. You 
can also support other walkers. 

Join us for community. Step out in faith 
and see how the way opens. Join us to share 
stories and songs about the sacredness of 
the earth. Together we will recognize and give 
expression to the sacred beauty of it all by 
walking, at the same time addressing the 
increasing crisis the earth itself suffers. We 
invite you to be a witness to the beauty that 
is this earth, both around your home and in 


far off places. www.walkwithearth.org. 0) 


“God’s October Surprise”: 
Interfaith Opportunities 


“The month of Ramadan offers many 
extraordinary opportunities for interfaith 
worship and fellowship, but this year will be 
extra special. Both Ramadan and the sacred 
Jewish month of Tishrei, which includes the 
High Holy Days, begin October 3-4, 2004. 
October 4 is also the Saint’s Day of St. 
Francis of Assisi, and October 2 is Mahatma 
Gandhi's birthday, as well as Worldwide 
(Protestant) Communion Sunday. 

“The Shalom Center, a progressive 
Jewish group centered in Philadelphia, calls 
this convergence ‘God’s October Surprise.’ 
Along with many other interfaith groups, it 
is planning special events, including an 
international day of fasting, on October 13th, 
2005. 

“L urge Friends to become involved with 
this and other interfaith events in your 
community. Local actions such as these can 
have global implications. When Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, and those of other faiths 
dialogue, worship and work together, it sets 
an example for the rest of the world that helps 
promote a more peaceful world. As Friends, 
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we can play our part in this process of 
peacemaking and reconciliation.” 

From an article called “Observing 
Ramadan as a Friend” by Anthony 
Manousos, Friends Jounral, September 2005. 
Copies of the pamphlet, Is/am from a Quaker 
Perspective, are available for $4 (including 
postage) at 3223 Danaha St, Torrance CA 
90505. Checks should be made out to 
“Friends Bulletin.” O 


“Epistles ” continued from page Ti 


Meanwhile, we grappled with a 
number of difficult questions. Youth 
Plenary prompted the discussion of many 
important queries, including “Who are 
we in this community as young people?” 
and “How can we as youth lead our 
community into action while learning 
from and gaining support from our 
elders?” There was a strong call for more 
communication with people who can 
guide the young friends and JYM on how 
to live the lifestyle of a Quaker every day. 
One friend pondered whether her service 
to her monthly meeting and yearly 
meeting were getting in the way of her 
ability to listen and follow spiritual 
leadings. 

As the greater PYM attempted to 
discern a clear path on the issue of a 
permanent site, there was a strong feeling 
among young friends that the issue needed 
to be resolved before we as a meeting 
could move on to other spiritual pursuits 
and leadings. After a concern brought by 
two friends regarding the inaction of our 
community on the subject of the growing 
violence in our society, we held a 
threshing session during business meeting 
Friday morning. A number of important 
issues were explored, including how we 
as Young Friends can support each other 
spiritually throughout the year. 

Of course, in the midst of all this 
spiritual struggle, we also found time to 
go to the Santa Cruz boardwalk, plan a 
campout at a nearby lake, dance, sing, and 
hold a Respectful Relationships talk with 
JYM. 
In this PYM); ‘characterized by 
struggling to find our place in our 
community and discerning and following 
our leadings, we hope to remember 
throughout the year, and in years to come, 
that we are the real Quakers. O 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Color of Freedom by Laura Coppo. 
Edited with an introduction and notes by 
David H. Albert. Common Courage Press, 
2005. 232 pages. $17.95/paperback. 
Review by Dennis W. Mills, a professor of 
instructional design for online learning at 
Capella University, and an attender of 
Olympia (WA) Friends Meeting 
Res does a book come along that 
immediately creates a panorama of 
sights, sounds, and images that demand the 
reader to slow down and observe everything 
in the theater of the mind. The Color of 
Freedom is such a book! 

Ever since hearing about David Albert’s 
Indian parents, S. Jagannathan and 
Krishnammal Jagannathan, in Meeting, I 
eagerly awaited the publication of this book. 
David has known these internationally 
acclaimed Indian activists and Gandhian 
visionaries for over thirty years as “Amma 
and Appa” (mother and father). Our 
Olympia Friends Meeting has contributed 
in the past to their work through LAF TT in 
Tamil Nadu. At last, all of us can now get to 
know two remarkable people who not only 
walked with Mahatma Gandhi, but continue 
today to transform the lives of India’s 
forgotten and dispossessed. 

The author, Laura Coppo, from Italy, 
wrote the text of the first twelve chapters of 
this book based on taped interviews in 1999. 
As I read each chapter, I felt as if I were 
holding her microphone and listening as 
Amma and Appa gave different perspectives 
to the same question. What is amazing to 
me is that English is a second language to 
everyone but the editor. The tapes were 
translated into Italian and became the basis 
for Coppo’s book Terra Gamberi ed Iroi: 70 
Anni di Lotti Nonviolente di Una Stra- 
ordinaria Coppia di Indiani (Bologna, Italy: 
EMI della Coop. SERMIS, 2002.) Thank- 
fully, David Albert traveled to Italy to work 
with Ms. Coppo to turn the text into English. 

Early on in the book, the author 
introduces Gandhi to our Western eyes 
through the lenses of S. Jagannathan and 
Krishnammal Jagannathan. They both 
organized conferences for Indian ind- 
ependence and were often in the presence 
of Gandhi. In her college days, Krishnammal 
(Amma) sat right in front of Gandhi in the 
Palani Temple and was asked to sing a 
devotional song. I could visualize the setting 


19 


and hear the song in my head as described 
by Ms. Cappo. Amma said: “The spirit of 
Gandhian work had began to grown in my 
mind and, at the end of my college days, I was 
ready for social work.” 

Not every inspiring book has a chapter 
subtitle with “In prison again” for one of its 
main characters. I believe it was Jagannathan’s 
(Appa) multiple incarcerations and walking 
with Gandhi that gave Appa the resolve to 
not only struggle nonviolently for Indian 
independence, but also for the land reforms 
of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Amma and Appa weren't afraid to 
challenge the World Bank and other 
multinational aquaculture interests whose 
environmentally destructive prawn farming 
practices were and are destroying mangrove 
forests, coastal aquifers, and agricultural 
lands. I’m sure it doesn’t come as a surprise to 
Jagannathan that the authorities are now 
saying lives could have been saved from the 
Tsunami of December 26" if there only had 
been more mangrove trees for protection. 
Though not mentioned in this captivating 
read, S. Jagannathan and Krishnammal 
Jagannathan are tirelessly working to provide 
flood reliefin their community. That wouldn't 
be a surprise to this reader even though they 
are in their late 80s and early 90s. They 
have always been involved in trying to 
nonviolently change a hurting world. O 


This Is Who I Am: Listening With Older 
Friends, Volume 9 of the Eldership and 
Oversight Handbooks, London: Quaker 
Books, ISBN 0852453515, 2003, 57 pages. 
Review by Roena Oesting (LaJolla Monthly 
Meeting) 
iE 2000, a group of British Quakers started 
a “Spirituality and Ageing [sic] Group” 
which led to a conference for older people at 
Woodbrooke, the Quaker Study Centre.[sic] 
In reading this slim volume, I was 
reminded of Gene Knutson Hoffman’s 
compassionate listening projects. Instead of 
listening to “enemies,” however, this volume 
asks us to listen with compassion and care to 
our elders, especially as they address issues 
of aging, infirmity, and approaching death. 
We all need to be reminded of how much 
our elders can offer to us out of their insight 
and wisdom, and how much our elders need 
to speak to someone who is willing to listen 
intently to their stories. This little volume 
outlines ways to approach older people, 
provides queries that will get serious 
discussion going, and encourages meetings 
to set up “meetings for listening.” 
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There are two problems with this book 
for American audiences: (1) The seven-page 
bibliography contains some titles not readily 
available in the US. (2) The three-page list 
of addresses only lists British ones. 


Quaker Peace Testimony 1n Times of 
Terrorism, by Robert Griswold Friends 
Bulletin publication, 2005 edition. Review 
by Carol Bosworth, Corvallis (OR) Meeting. 

0 you ever puzzle over ways we modern 

Quakers could demonstrate more 
effectively how to live together without ever- 
deepening violence as our culture responds 
to the fear of terrorism? Robert Griswold’s 
short pamphlet addresses this with a clarity 
that pierces the fog of confusions about our 
testimony on peace. He suggests a way 
forward that, if taken on, will change our lives 
and our communities. In a thirty-minute 
read, you will be jolted out of a way of thinking 
about ourselves as Quakers, and as citizens, 
that has made us powerless to stop the 
terrorism and the wars that are its massive 
extension. 

Griswold begins by examining the 
power used to make war possible. He shows 
how the calculated use of fear manipulates 
our minds, emotions, and life choices so that 
we accept war as normal and as the only 
solution to terrorism. Through examples of 
the “marketing” of our present wars, he makes 
it clear that our leaders have taken on the 
use of counter-terrorism as a permanent style 
of leadership. ‘To confront this, we as Quakers 
must live out a peace testimony that is also a 
permanent style of being human and not 
merely a response to temporary crises. 

To begin our response, Griswold 
suggests we must first overcome the 
mystifications used to promote war, so we 
can see clearly what is being done to our 
thinking and living in western culture, that 
makes war seem to be the only choice 

Next he examines the misunder- 
standings that persist among Quakers about 
our peace testimony and the reasons we 
commit ourselves to nonviolence. He dis- 
cusses three of these: 1) that we are pacifists 
because our founders and the scriptures 
reveal pacifism to be right; 2) that our emot- 
ional reactions to war lead us to a commitment 
to end these horrors; and 3) that we believe 
war is immoral, unreasonable, impractical, 
and a bad idea. While these may be true, 
Griswold reminds us that Fox rejected all 
these as a basis for personal action because 
all are based on “notions,” which are human 
ideas, rather than on the Spirit within and 


beyond us. He compares some of these beliefs 
to ideologies, which are easily guided by fear. 
As an ideology, he says, pacifism is far weaker 
than the ideology of violence and intimidation 
that we face now, and he suggests Friends 
need to overcome the obstacle of pacifism on 
our way to our peace testimony. 

Ultimately, he asks us, where is the 
authority that guides us as Friends? In 
Griswold’s words (p. 11): 


The Friends peace testimony is based 
on the Truth discovered within. This 
Truth is that beneath the fears and lusts 
and notions of our lives is a reality that 
can be trusted as the authority by which 
we can live and want to live. This is a 
sacred reality that we have called the 
Light Within, Christ Within, the ‘still, 
small voice, or God....Invariably this 
Light shows us that we have been living 
a life guided by a false authority, our ego. 
The light shows us a new guide and, by 
that experience, shows us that there is a 
divine place in others that can be 
answered. Friends come to their peace 
testimony only after a change inside 
requires them to follow a new authority. 


Griswold’s little booklet gives a clear 
examination of our confusion about 
peacemaking in a violent world and points 
us to the Guide for all of us who seek to 
ground our lives in peace. Some may say it 
will never work in the real world. However, 
Griswold points out the solid ground and 
urges us to the experience of the Light 
Within. Only when we take on the practice 
and let it change our lives can we really know 
its power. Our own lives and our world are 


hungry for this grounded peacemaking. 0 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


ARABELLA HUFBAUER 


Arabella Hufbauer, born in Pescadero, - 
CA, on May 2, 1914, and a member of 
Berkeley (CA) Meeting for 35 years, died in 
Berkeley on January 26, 2005. The oldest 
child of Ernest McKee, a lumberman , and 
Norine Clark McKee, a rancher’s daughter, 
both from Humboldt County, Arabella was 
raised along the Eel River, whose lush 
redwood groves she loved to remember. 

She attended high school in the town of 
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Fortuna until her junior year, when the family 
moved to San Mateo. Known to her 
classmates as Trixie, a nickname that she kept 
throughout life, she played center on the girls’ 
basketball team and earned the necessary 
grades to enter the University of California 
in architecture, enrolling in 1930 at the age 
of 16, which delighted her father. Her talents 
and vivacity made her a favorite with the 
architecture department’s faculty and 
students (mostly men). After receiving her 
M.A. in architecture in 1936, she married 
fellow-student Clyde Hufbauer from San 
Diego who had just received the program’s 
highest degree. 

Arabella and Clyde set up household 
in San Diego where her three children were 
born, Karl in 1937, Gary in 1939, and Joyce 
in 1945. Clyde was an architect for the city’s 
school system, and they lived in modernist 
homes of their own design, a modest one in 
Mission Beach,CA, in 1939 and a larger one 
in La Jolla, CA, built in 1952. Arabella 
became estranged from Clyde, in part 
because of his opposition to her entry into 
architectural work, and their marriage ended 
in 1960. 

Arabella moved to Berkeley, CA) in 
1963, near her aging parents, and lived there 
for the remaining 42 years of her life. A 
talented oil painter, she opened an art gallery 
on University Avenue in the mid-1970s. She 
carried out apartment renovations in 
Albuquerque, NM, and house renovations 
in Berkeley, but regarded being a homemaker 
as her chief occupation. She brought an 
exquisite aesthetic sense to bear in her 
several living environments. She played a 
profound shaping role in a large social 
network of family and friends. 

Arabella joined Berkeley Friends 
Meeting in 1970, and participated in it 
regularly for the rest of her life. She served 
on the hospitality and visiting committees of 
the Meeting and was a regular member of 
the Meeting’s “older women’s group” which 
began in the early 1980s and continues to 
the present. Friends in that group remember 
her faithful and enthusiastic participation in 
FCL bazaars in the 60s and 70s and her 
astute suggestions about architectural design 
and aesthetic decisions in the Meeting over 
the years. Very near the end of her life, 
Arabella came from her bed to the Meeting 
House to consult on the colors for the new 
bench cushions being donated by Pat 
Stewart. 

In 2004, two of her granddaughters put 
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ona gala party for Arabella’s 90" birthday 
at Berkeley's St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 
which she sometimes attended with her 
daughter. Nearly one hundred family 
members and friends celebrated with her— 
one from as far away as London. She roused 
a great cheer when she ended her own short 
talk by saying, “I’m looking forward to my 
nineties.” 

She is survived by her brothers Ernest 
McKee, Jr. of Ukiah and Robert McKee of 
Santa Clara, her sons Karl and Gary 
Hufbauer and daughter Joyce Caproni, five 
grandchildren, and four great- 
grandchildren. 

Berkeley Meeting will remember her 
friendliness and her pixie-ish nature, which 
made everyone enjoy being with her. O 


Emity Lewis 


The life of Emily Lewis was observed 
at a memorial service held March 5, 2005 
at Capitol Manor Retirement Home in 
Salem, OR, where Emily had lived since 
August 2000. She was a much-loved 
member of Salem Monthly Meeting. She 
was always a positive influence to make the 
world community a better place for families 
and individuals of all kinds. Emily had a 
joyful presence and was much involved in 
important activities. Emily’s life as an activist 
was seen up close by the Salem Friends 
Meeting. She tirelessly advocated for 
migrant workers and their families. 
Regularly she stood with members of the 
Meeting holding signs for “Peace” on a 
downtown street corner, starting with the 
war on Afghanistan and more recently the 
war on Iraq. She was courageous in writing 
“letters to the editor” in our local newspaper, 
revealing her determination to garner and 
sustain justice for all of us. She was a tireless 
worker in the Peace and Social Concerns 
committee as it created visual images and 
written material for an exhibit “For Peace, 
Not War” at the local library. 

Emily Lewis was born November 10, 
1925, ina farmhouse near Paullina, IA, the 
daughter of Elden and Gertrude 
Autenrieth. Emily died February 26, 2005, 
at the hospital in Salem, OR. She attended 
public school in Iowa and graduated from 
high school at Friends’ Boarding School in 
Barnesville, OH. She was a freshman at 
William Penn College, Oskaloosa, IA, when 
her family moved to Eugene, OR, where 
she continued her education at the 


University of Oregon. Her first employment 
was at the Maupin Oregon High School, 
teaching physical education. She met and 
married Paul Lewis in Maupin and they 
raised their six children on a ranch near there. 
Emily was dedicated to the education of 
young people and taught in Maupin for thirty 
years. She continued her adventures as she 
moved into retirement: a year of being interim 
head of Scattergood Friends School in West 
Branch, IA; five months in Amman, Jordan 
with her brother and sister-in-law, Horace 
and Mary Autenrieth; traveling and house- 
sitting for friends. On at least one such 
occasion it included linking with a teenage 
Friend who is forever blessed by her 
kindnesses and forbearance. She always had 
special times with her grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Paul Lewis, in February 1983. 
After being diagnosed with cancer, she went 
on to win the women’s triathlon for her age 
group in Anchorage, AK, in May 2002, 
participating with her five daughters. She was 
a lifetime member of the Religious Society of 
Friends, with deep concerns for peace and 
justice, and served on the Board of Oregon 
Farm Worker Ministry. 

Emily’s family consists of Tony and 
Marcia Lewis; their daughter Taunie and 
foster son Robby, of Tygh Valley, OR; Paulette 
Lewis and Dennis Lee, of Anchorage, AK, 
and son Travis of Portland, OR; Lynn and 
Bill Harris, daughter Courtney, of Maupin, 
OR; son Cody of California and Riley of 
Delaware; Lori and Butch Valdez, son Tyler 
and daughter Alaine, of Portland, OR; Randi 
and Jeff Oates, sons Sterling and Colton, of 
Bonanza, OR; Bunne and John Wells, sons 
Emery and Ryan, of Bonanza, OR. Siblings 
includeHorace and Mary Autenrieth, 
Barbara and Bent Thygesen of Capitol 
Manor in Salem, OR, and Norma Autenrieth 
of Mt. Angel, OR. 

We will miss her smile and ever- 
encouraging voice. She is with us still on the 
corner, at worship, and many occasions, if only 
in spirit. O 


ALEXANDER DANIEL MACDONALD 


Alexander Daniel MacDonald was 
born on April 8, 1923, in Sydney, Nova Scotia 
to Daniel Malcolm and Alexandrina 
(MacLeod) MacDonald. His father was the 
captain of a coastal steamer which supplied 
towns along the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia. 
His sisters, Lillian Hardisty of Port Richey, 
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Florida and Pearl MacKeen of Scarborough, 
Ontario and his brothers, Donald 
MacDonald of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia and 
Robert MacDonald of Englishtown, Nova 
Scotia all predeceased him. He is survived 
by his loving and devoted wife of 58 years, 
Lois; daughter and son-in-law, Muriel and 
Dick Oglesbee of Mountain View, CA, 
daughter, Susan Mac-Donald of Victoria, 
British Columbia and Englishtown, Nova 
Scotia; son Robert MacDonald of San 
Rafael, California, son and daughter-in-law 
Daniel and Laura MacDonald of Glendale, 
California, grandsons Alexander, Andrew, 
and Robert Willey of Victoria, British 
Columbia. Alex passed away peacefully at 
home on February 5, 2005 in Redwood City, 
CA, at the age of 81. 

Alex grew up in Sydney, Nova Scotia, 
and received his BS in mathematics and 
MS in physics from Dalhousie University in 
Halifax. He met Lois, who was a student at 
Acadia University, through Alex’s younger 
brother. She later enrolled at Dalhousie 
University. He and Lois were married on 
May 1, 1946, at the Sydney Baptist Church 
and then soon moved to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts where Alex completed his 
PhD in physics at MIT. in two years. After 
finishing his PhD, he and Lois moved back 
to Halifax where Alex taught mathematics 
and physics at Dalhousie. They moved to 
Palo Alto, CA, in 1965 when Alex accepted 
a job as Chief Scientist at the Lockheed 
Palo Alto Research Center. He retired from 
Lockheed in 1981, but still consulted on 
physics projects until 1992. Over the years 
Alex and Lois enjoyed both square dancing 
and international folk dancing. 

When Alex was at MIT he and Lois 
began attending the Friends Meeting at 
Cambridge and they soon became members. 
There was no Meeting in Halifax, so Lois 
and Alex began a small worship group there 
which first met in their home, moved to the 
YMCA and then to a grammar school, and 
eventually the Meeting became established 
and bought their own Meetinghouse. That 
happened just about the time that Alex and 
Lois moved to California. Today the Halifax 
Meeting is thriving and healthy and has 
established two worship groups. During 
those years Alex was a strong voice opposing 
aboveground nuclear testing. He spoke 
about his opposition on television. Alex 
transferred his membership from Cam- 
bridge to Palo Alto in 1965. He served as 
clerk of the Palo Alto Friends Meeting on 
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two occasions. He was clerk in 1967/68 
during a time when the Meeting was 
struggling with whether or not to give 
sanctuary to a young man who had deserted 
the military. Alex felt the Meeting should 
not break any laws in this regard. He served 
again from 1972 to 1974. Alex also served 
the Meeting as the clerk of the Finance 
committee, as a member of the Worship and 
Ministry committee, helped fix the retreat 
house at Ben Lomond Quaker Center with 
Paul Brink, and helped raise money for 
Friends Committee on Legislation when the 
Harvest Festival was held at Hidden Villa. 
He and Lois provided the materials and led 
a Bible and Jesus study group which met at 
the home of Stratton and Maureen 
Jaquette. The group met periodically for 
weekly sessions about two months in 
duration over a period of several years in the 
early 1980s. These sessions were always 
enlightening and much appreciated for those 
who attended. 

Alex was a good friend to many in our 
Meeting and will be long remembered.O 


CALENDAR ITEMS 


Oct 21-23: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE 
(AVP) WorksHop. SAN Luis Optspo, CA. 
Contact: Janet Riley. 805-534-9597. 


Oct 24-25: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE 
(AVP) WorksHop. OCEANSIDE, CA. Con- 
tact: Barbara Anderson. 760-632-7695. 


Oct 28-30: WALKING WITH GANDHI: 
MARCHING ORDERS FOR THE LAMB’S 
Wak. A weekend for deep consideration 
of the essence of nonviolence and for 
concrete steps forward. Chris Moore- 
Backman. Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, 
CA. 


Nov 4-6: AFSC ANNUAL MEETING, 
Friends Center, Philadelphia, PA. 


NoveEMBER 11-12: FCNL ANNUAL 
MEETING, Washington, DC. 


Nov 4-6: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE. THE 
ADVANCED TRAINING. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Nov 18-20: SWIMMING TO THE OTHER SIDE: 
SONGS FOR THE JOURNEY. Singing, worship, 
and celebration with the authors of Rise Up 
Singing. Annie Patterson and Peter Blood. 
Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIPPING 
FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free sample avail- 
able upon request. Join our family of Friends for one 
year (10 issues) at $24. For information contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and out- 
of-print journals, history, religion. Contact us 
for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 

JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work. with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, “Types & 
Shadows.” Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
History! More info: FQA, 1515 Cherry St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email submissions 
OK. <fqa@quaker.org> <www.quaker.org/fqa. 


Friends Journal has published 

YR “Quaker Thought and Life 
( loday” for nearly 50 years, suc- 

IB ceeding periodicals that date 
from the roth century. Learn 


more about Quaker concerns 


and activities through this monthly maga- 
zine. Save 42 percent off the cover price. 
Receive 12 issues (one full year) for only 
$35. Contact: Friends Journal, Dept. FB, 
1216 Arch Street, 2a, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Dec 2-4; EXPERIMENT WITH LIGHT. An 
experiential weekend exploring the work of 
Rex Ambler and JoAnn Seaver. Quaker 
Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


Dec 2-4: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE. The 
Training for Facilitators. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Dec. 28-JAN. 1: YOUNG FRIENDS NEw 
YEAR’s INTENSIVE. For more info contact 
Kristina | Perry, . 530-2/3-30 3a. 


www.woolman.org. 


DEc 27, 2005 - JAN 1, 2006. How Mucu 
Is ENOUGH?—THE YEAR END RETREAT. 
What we own, What we do with our time, 
The commitments we make, and How it 
sustains our spirit. Judith Favor. Quaker 


Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 
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Schools, Retreat Centers, Camps, 
and Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal re- 
treats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and 
our own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among 
the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336- 
8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 

FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTI-LEVEL RETIRE- 
MENT COMMUNITY offering independent living 
apartments and houses, an assisted care living 
facility, skilled nursing, and an adult day services 
program serving residents and the wider Santa 
Rosa, CA community. Located in Santa Rosa, 
Friends House is easily accessible to San Fran- 
cisco, the Pacific Coast, redwood forests, and 
the vineyards of Sonoma and Napa counties. 
Friends House is owned and operated by Friends 
Association of Services for the Elderly (FASE), 
a California not-for-profit corporation. The fa- 
cility and Board of Directors are strongly influ- 
enced by Quaker traditions. The welfare and 
growth of persons within an environment which 
stresses independence is highly valued. Tour 
Friends House at our website at 
www.friendshouse.org. Friends House, 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 707- 
538-0152. 

THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER OFFERS FRIENDS 
EDUCATION TO 16 TO 18 YEAR OLDS FOCUSED 
ON PEACE, JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY WHILE 
LIVING SIMPLY IN COMMUNITY. Four rigorous, 
academic courses yield a full semester of high school 
credit and 120 hours of community service. Shows 
independence and aptitude in a university-like set- 
ting on college applications. Visit 
www.woolman.org and contact Kathy Runyan at 
530-273-3183. Sliding scale tuition & Quaker 
Scholarships support all qualified teens. 
WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12. Rooted in 
the Quaker spirit of simplicity, community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every per- 
son. Open enrollment. Climate of affirmation. 
3590 W. 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402. 541- 
686-1223. FAX: 541-687-1493. Dennis 
Hoerner, Head. 


Concerned Jingles 

links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, 
diversity, gender equity, and the health of 
the planet. Nationwide/Canada. 

All ages.Since 1984. 

FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, 

Lenox Dale, MA 01242 

413-243-4350 or 
www.concernedsingles.com 


| 
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ACCOMMODATIONS: WILLIAM PENN HOUusE, 
WASHINGTON, DC. Quaker Seminars, youth 
programs, bed and breakfast. 5 blocks from the 
Capitol, Supreme Court and near Smithsonian 
Museums. Shared accommodations for individu- 
als and groups. Gays, lesbians and people of color 
are welcome. 515 East Capitol St. SE, Wash- 
ington, DC 20003, 202-543-5560, FAX 202- 
543-3814, director@wmpennhouse.org, 
www. Quaker.org/penn-house. 

POSITIONS OPEN: Interns: 9-12 month commit- 
ment. Assist with hospitality and seminar plan- 
ning at William Penn House. Room & board 
with small stipend. Applications from gays, les- 
bians and people of color are welcome. 5 blocks 
from the Capitol, Supreme Court and near the 


Smithsonian Museums. See contact info above. 
aerK 


ACCOMODATIONS: QUAKER HILL CONFER- 
ENCE CENTER, Richmond, IN, offers overnight 
accommodations for Friends traveling in this 
area. For info and reservations, contact QHCC 
at 765-962-5741, quakerhill@parallax or visit 
our website at www.ghcc.org. 

WILLIAMJ. Papp PoRTLAND FRIENDS SCHOOL, 
located in SW Portland, OR. A Friends school 
for children, grades K-8, rooted in Quaker values. 
Children are provided with a quality academic and 
a developmentally appropriate education. The 
school environment is caring and nurturing with 
strong emphasis on nonviolent conflict resolution. 
For information, contact Judy Smith, 
portlandfriendss@qwest.net or 503-245-8164. 


Services 


JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY Horse ACRES 
FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All ages wel- 
come. Camps are set up to encourage con- 
fidence in people who are fearful of horses, 
as well as more experienced horse lovers. Learn to see 
the world from the horse’s point of view. Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 360-825-3628. 


E-mail: friendlaverne @friendlyhorseacres.com. 
Tours and Opportunities 


ConsIbER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit 
the Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011 506-645-5436 or 520- 
364-8694 or E-mail: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
Website: www.crstudytours.com. 
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CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, HOME. 
360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft elevation, 
often near perfect weather, among good friends. 
Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San 
Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Website: arizonafriends.com. 


THE PEACEABLE TABLE, SUCCESSOR TO THE 
FRIENDLY VEGETARIAN. A monthly online 
journal for vegetarian Quakers and others. 
Articles, recipes, book and film reviews, letters. 
www.vegetarianfriends.net. 
AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YM 
JoinT SERVICE PROJECT: QUAKER 
WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS AND ADULTS. 
Spring and fall in Mexico, summer with 
Oglala Lakota. Contact Mike Gray. E- 
mail: MGray@afsc.org or 520-907-6321. 
Website: afsc.org 


QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND PUBLISHERS 
AREINVITED TOJOIN QUIP (QUAKERS UNITING 
IN PUBLISHING). An international “self help” 
organization of theologically diverse Friends 
concerned with the ministry of the written 
word. Contact Graham Garner at 
grahamG@fgcquaker.org. Website: 
www.quaker.org/quip. 

FR 
FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST AS- 
SISTANCE FROM DaviD BROWN, A QUAKER RE- 
ALTOR. David will refer you to a real estate profes- 
sional to assist you with buying and/or selling a 
home anywhere in the USA. E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

eK 
CusTOoM CALLIGRAPHY. Marriage certificates; 
celebrations of commitment; naming documents 
for newborn or adopted children. Visit my website: 
www.wynnellewellyn.com or call me to discuss your - 
needs: 413-634 5576. 


REDWOOD ForEsT FRIENDS MEETING IN 
SANTA Rosa, CA, SEEKS RESIDENT FRIEND(S) 
starting December 1, 2005. Small living quarters 
provided. Located 60 miles north of San 
Francisco and 25 miles from Pacific Ocean. 
Write to Resident Friend Liaison, Post Office 
Box 1831, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; or 
avboone@sonic.net. 

SANTA FE FRIENDS MEETING. RESIDENT 
FRIEND(S) to live in garden cottage on historic 
meetinghouse grounds beginning September 1st, 
2006. Resident performs basic caretaking in 
exchange for free rooms and utilities. Inquiries 
for information packet and application to Susan 
Robinson, 207 Irvine Street, Santa Fe, NM, 
87501, email: Subert2@netzero.net. 
Applications due January 1st, 2006. 


2005 ADVERTISING RATES $.47per word for 
CLASSIFED ADS. Minimum charge, $9. Box ads: 10% 
extra. Ads should be prepaid, if possible. DEADLINE: 
six weeks prior to publication. 

DispLay ADS: $16 per column inch. % page ad (4 x 
4): $97—1 column ad (2% x 10): $139—2 col- 
umn ad (5 x 10): $239—t page ad (7%4 x 42): 
$169—Full page (7% x 10): $299. DiscouNTs: 
10% for 3 consecutive appearances, 25% for 10 con- 
secutive appearances of ad. 
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Connecting Friends Crossing Cultures e¢ Changing Lives 


Vincula a los Amigos Sobrepasa Barreras Culturales ¢ Cambia Vidas 


Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTIONS OF THEGAMERTOA'S 


Comité Mundial de Consulta. Our Purpose 
de los Amigos 


SECCION DE LAS AMERICAS To encourage fellowship 


among all the branches of the 


Religious Society of Friends 


In the Americas, the Quaker 
community extends from the 
Arctic to the Andes, spanning a 
rich diversity of regional cultures, 


beliefs and styles of worship. 


Our History 


The FWCC was created in 1937 

by the Second World Conference 
of Friends after years of concerned 
work to reconnect a fragmented 


Quaker world. 


Today, Friends from yearly 
meetings and groups in 56 nations 


continue this work. 


ALL FRIENDS ARE WELCOME AT OUR ANNUAL MEETING 


2006 Annual Meeting in Chiquimula, Guatemala 

March 16-19 

More information at www.fwccamericas.org or contact the office. 
Mark you calendar and check your passport now! 


www.fwccamericas.org 


